
 

  

OSLIS Secondary   
Citing Sources (based on MLA 6

th
 edition) 

  
 Citation Examples  

All entries in a Works Cited page should be double-spaced. To save space, our 
examples have not been double spaced. 

Some guidelines for Citing Online Resources: 
 

• Sometimes an article or document is housed on a website available to anyone, 
but sometimes you will get information from a subscription online database paid 
for by your school library or other institution. 

• When citing an online subscription service such as EBSCOhost or World Book 
Online, the name and location of the library where you retrieved the article 
should be listed right after the name of the service and before the date of 
access.  

• For articles from an online database, the URL of the online service should be 
cited NOT the URL of the specific article. 

• If the database is known, it needs to be included and underlined i.e. MasUltra or 
Student Research Center followed by the database service, i.e. EBSCOHost.  If 
the database is not known simply list the database service without underlining it. 

 

Online Databases  These are services that your school or library subscribes to.  

Encyclopedia or other reference book article (Citation Maker)  

“Chiru.” Funk and Wagnalls New World Encyclopedia. 2002. EBSCOhost 
Publishing. Marshfield High School Lib., Coos Bay, OR. 15 Apr. 2003 
<http://search.epnet.com/>.  

  
[Author's Last Name, First Name.] "Title of Article." Title of Encyclopedia. Copyright Year. 

Service Provider. Subscribing Library or Organization, City, State. Date of Visit to Site 
<URL>.  

Magazine or newspaper article (Citation Maker)   (or scholarly journal)  

Schaller, George B. "Realm of the Snow Antelope." Natural History May 1996: 
48. MAS Ultra – School Edition. EBSCOhost. South Eugene High 
School Lib., Eugene, OR. 15 Apr. 2003 <http://search.epnet.com/>.  

  
Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Original Source of Article (magazine or 

newspaper name) Date of Original Source: Pages. Database Title. Service Provider. 
Subscribing Library or Organization, City, State. Date of Visit to Site <URL>.  

  
If the URL for the article is too long, you can simply give the URL for the database Search page 
(as in the example above).  
  



Internet  

Encyclopedia or other reference book article on the Web (Citation Maker)  

“Edison, Alva.” Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition. 2003. 
Encyclopedia.com. 17 Dec. 2003 
<http://www.encyclopedia.com/html/e/edison-t1.asp/>.  

  
"Cambodia." CIA World Factbook. 1997. Central Intelligence Agency. 12 June 

1998 <http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/ country-
frame.html>.  

Edwards, Bruce L. "C.S. Lewis: A Modest Literary Biography." Online Literary 
Criticism Collection. Internet Public Library. 14 Apr. 2003 
<http://www.ipl.org/cgi-bin/ref/litcrit/litcrit.out>.  

  
"Fresco Painting." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2003. Encyclopædia Britannica. 14 

Apr. 2003 <http://search.eb.com/eb/article?eu=36035>.  
  

[Author's Last Name, First Name.] "Title of Article." Title of Encyclopedia or Reference Book. 
Copyright Year. Online Publisher. Date of Visit to Site <URL of article>.  

  
If you need to split a long URL between two lines, break it only after a slash ( / ).  

Magazine article on the Web (Citation Maker)  

Rivlin, Gary. "Leader of the Free World." Wired 11 Nov. 2003. Wired 
Magazine. 2003. 17 Feb. 2004 
<http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/11.11/>.  

  
Bohannon, John. “The Human Genome in 3D, at Your Fingertips.” Science 25 

Oct. 2002: 737. Science Magazine. 2004. Amer. Assn. for the 
Advancement of Science. 26 Jan. 2004 
<http://www.sciencemag.org/search.dtl>.  

  
Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Magazine Date of Print Publication: 

Pages. Title of Site. Date of Online Publication. Name of Sponsoring Organization. 
Date of Visit to Site <URL>.  

Newspaper article on the Web  (Citation Maker)  

Winik, Jay. “A Brief History of the Resistance.” New York Times on the Web 
16 Dec. 2003. 17 Dec. 2003 
<http://www.nytimes.com/2003/12/16/opinion/16WINI.html>.  

  
Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Name of Newspaper  Date of Print 

Publication (if any). Title of Site. Date of Online Publication. Name of Sponsoring 
Organization (if not already cited) Date of Visit to Site <URL of Article>.  



Serialized article from online news service  

Mendenhall, Preston. “Afghanistan tests the Taliban.” MSNBC. 22 May 2001. 
Pt 1 of a series, Pariah Nation: A Journey through Afghanistan. 24 Apr. 
2003 <http://www.msnbc.com/news/564807.asp>.  

  
Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Name of News Service Date of Publication. 

[Title of Series.] Date of Visit to Site <URL>.  
  

For an article from an online news service, not serialized, simply omit the information shown in 
square brackets.  

Web site, no author 

“Christmas Stories from Around the World.” World Wide Christmas. 7 Nov. 
2005. 24 Dec. 2005 <http://www.xmasstories.com>.  

  
Author if given (not web page creator). “Title of article.” Title of web page. Date published or 

last revised. Date of visit to site <URL>.  

Professional or organizational Web page (Citation Maker)  

Reid-Walsh, Jacqueline. Jane Austen Home Page. 30 Mar. 2001. University of 
Wisconsin. 15 Dec. 2003 
<http://polyglot.lss.wisc.edu/lss/jane/janeausten.htm>   

  
Creator/Author's Last Name, First Name. Title or Description of Page. Date Published or Last 

Revised. Name of Institution or Sponsoring Organization. Date of Visit to Site <URL>.  

Personal Web page (Citation Maker)  

Lowe, Wesley. Pro Death Penalty Web Page. Nov. 2001. 22 Oct. 2002 
<http://www.wesleylowe.com/cp.html>.  

  
Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Page. Date Published or Updated. Date of Visit to Site 

<URL>.  

Images  

Galaxy Centaurus A Lithograph. Online Image. 14 Apr. 2003 <http://amazing-
space.stsci.edu/capture/blackholes/preview-centaurus.php>.  

  
 [Creator/Author's Last Name, First Name.] Title or Description. Online Image. Date of Visit to 

Site <URL of Image>. 
 

Note: Adding the specific type of online image is a good practice (i.e. map, cartoon, chart or 
graphic).  

 
Serbia. Map. 2 Feb. 2001. 17 Mar. 2003 <http://www.beiga.com/serbia.html>. 
 
Toles, Tom. “What Americans Don’t Want to See in Iraq.” Cartoon. US News 

Online. 26 Jan. 1998. 30 Jan. 1998 
<http://www.usnews.com/usnews/issue/980126/26tole.htm>.  



 

Sounds  

Roosevelt, Franklin Delano. Four Freedoms. Online Sound. 14 Apr. 2003 
<http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/audio.html>.  

  
[Last Name, First Name of person recorded.] Title or Description. Online Sound. Date of Visit to 

Site <URL of Sound>.  

Video clips  

Planet Quest. Online Video Clip. 14 Apr. 2003 
<http://planetquest.jpl.nasa.gov/overview/overview_index.html>.  

  
 [Creator's Last Name, First Name.] Title or Description. Online Video Clip. Date of Visit to Site 

<URL of Video Clip>.  

Electronic mail (e-mail)  

Soja, Julie. “Hubble Space Telescope image enhancement techniques.” E-mail 
to the author. 23 Jan. 1997.   

  
Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of E-Mail Item." Description of Message that Includes 

the Recipient. Date of Message (dd Mmm yyyy).  

FTP  

Hess, Hanna. "Networking in the Information Age." 5 Mar. 1996 
<ftp://194.335.23.10>.  

  
Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of FTP Item." Name of Institution or Sponsoring 

Organization. Date of Document or Visit to Site <ftp://address, path/filename>.  

Gopher  

U.S. Department of Agriculture. "Agriculture Statistics for 4
th

 Quarter 1995" 
Jan. 1996 Department of Agriculture/Latest Statistics for 1995/4th 
Quarter Folder 28 <gopher://agri.usda.gov>.  

  
Kinyon, John. "India: A Country in Transition." 5 Oct. 1996 

<gopher://gopher.india.gov:70/11/papers/trans>.  
  

Author. "Title of Gopher Item." Date of Document or Visit to Site <gopher://address, path>.  
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